Designing a New Future for Foster Youth

WM Graduate student m architecture dedicates her thesis towands fostar youth housing

ith Elizebeth Weckmueller's building de-

sign, the process of aging could become

much simpler, This Milwaukee resident,

firishing her maslers in archiecturs at
TWA, deacribes thiz design a3 being both eflicient and
reuzable for the Milwaukes commumity. Featunng s
components within the two buildings, Mz, Weckmuel-
ler*s design includes transiional housing Gacilities for
aging out youth and single mothers, a café, and FY1
silmineration buildirgs.

Ms. Wecknueeller initially became interested in this
housing project because she was “consciously and mwor-
glly thinking about whot [ really
warded o do l'n'iLh ::] rm-ri:l!l'_t,' orreried
propect.” This stoedent slzo wanded to
ereaire Thal the vmats bad gEpirme en-
trances “to make their first independ-
el living ﬂ-.'rlﬂ'il_'nl.‘E az maich hike
living in the real world 8= possible™
Each unit in the design has a “priviate green area™ and
the design inchudes a basketball court that all residenls
could use FY1 Executive Director James Pekml states
that this building would be “a one-gtop shop for aging
out foster youthe™

This design could not come at a more critical time for
foster youths in the city of Mibwiaikee, Currently, chal-
dren whio aoe out of foster cane are bwelve Limes mone
likely to become homeless than olher children. Whiile
Milwaukee Country does offer a variety of zocial ser-
Vices apenciss 1o meel these nesde, no state or cily-
funded trensiticnal living facilities have been provided

“A one-stop shop for

aging out foster vouth.™
James Pekoul
FY1 Eseciitive Director

%

specifically for aging out foster youth, A building like
the one Ms. Weskmueller has designed would begin to
adequalely med the needs of all foster youths—
including pregnad and parenting teens—during these
mos eritical months of the aging out process,

Ultimately, the gosl of FYI Center is to move youths
fromm a transitional housing Gaclity imo the Supportive
Housing Program (SHF), The SHF is 8 one year inde-
pendent Diving proggame msomitored by FYT Cenler,
which provides tramnmg, casc nmamsagancd, and oo
nomic support for independent foster youthe  Youths
would live in the transitional housing units for ten to
twelve weeks while completing FYT's
Ecomnmmac I.,.iLq‘;it:,' 1'I'..|il'lii|'IE i eRT= i Ta]
{ETC) ae a precursor to the SHP

Among several benefits the SHP of-
Tiere i.l'll.'\vl'llll'lil'IB p'.rlirip-:iu_ aller coam-
pleting the ETC program the youths
wold become eligble for a “micro boan”™ to assist with
the youths® first month's rent aswd 3 secumity deposit,
Ms, Weckmueller mentioned that other mwlti-social
service building madels have begun in California and
Chie, but thet “this state does not have housing facili-
Lies designed For all aging out foster youlh”

Both this LPAM studend architect and FY1 Center
would be thrilled 1o see this design prompt the estab-
lshument ol an actual social sernces complex Tor Toster
vouth, With Ms. Weckmueller's design, we are on the
gl track 1o rewTiting Uhe siing oul Sory For o iy
of our city’s margiralized youth,



