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FYI Center Pilots Supportive Housing Program

I'I'\II'IIIE_h thi& sppon ol a mernber ol the Alilwao-

kee Community, the FY1 Center Suppordive

Housing Program (SHP) began its ploted pro=

gram in Febmary of this vear. The goal of the
SHP is to guide aging oul youth for one year through
the process of secuning &n mdependent living siuaion,
#= well as establishing a stable finencial source. The
SHP was developed upon 2 model program developed
by the First Place Fund for Youth, a nonprofil organiza-
ton inDekland, CA v firstplacefund org.)

Birsmdon Johnson became Uhe SHEP s Tirst vouth partic-
pant early this vear, after becomig involved with FY1
Ceiler a5 8 volunteer Tor school aredit. Al that time, be
was nod receiving enough hours from work o cover the
cosl of various hving expense: amd medical billz, as s
micdical isurace was oul afler he aged ol of fosto
Care.

“ I houghd ta mysell; “This i a greal pro-
gram lor aging oul foster youihs," ©
Brandon Jabnson

e was :'F-Frnﬂrhed abauit p;-ii-tip-al:in;q 10 e O,
vl immedistely anpressed with the program's mamy
here=fits for its participants. **1 thoaght to rsel® “This
i5 A great program for aging out foster youths "~

The youth, & landlord, and an FYT Cenber staff member ane
scoouniable for maintaming a systen of spport. From de-
pnﬂhl;g i 5ol amoied mibo e m‘ll;lp: accolrd each monih,
I sonmgdeling the “Eveonconse Liberecy Treining."™ s awbe-
pemdent living program ie & necemary ghep bo reducing hoae-
Iezsmeim i nging e }nllhrq in the Milwadoee comamunity
Tht is, if the youth can gualify for the initial renting of the
(18

Bramclon bad dEfficully with jast that, indicaioeg the impor-
tance of cotsblishing =ome kind of founsdation of financial
spport for IJ'uJ.'-qull‘s firgl cowcid movements lowands mde
pemndence.  Die 1o o lack of rending hislory, nod meeting in-
CHDE DequErements, and having mo sdull co-signer, pastick
panis m the SHIF can be densed a place 1o Inve. Tlis was the
caee for Brandom until e, Kohler came slong.

“ 1 had a good feeling about Brandon
and had no regrets abould my involvemend

In making this kappen. ©
il Kohder

Mr. Kohler became involved with this case when the SHP
vourlls and Fames Peinil, Execidrce Direclor of FYT Cenler
toured a building thal e mankged.  When Uke Dypical frst
time renler problens mose mappoovag e youlll Do o il
Mr. Fohler velunbeeed to co-mgn for 2 one-vear lease and
enver the onsta of the sdditional aeowity dipenzit,. “1 bl 5
g feclimg shaut Bramdon md hed mo regoets sbost nmy
nvodlvemend in makmyg (his hq.rp-m..“ Wi, Eohler #aled = a
phose interview,

Ahoud the program iteelf, Brancdlon amve thal he has “Lesned
how 1o save . [which bac] heped me with hudgeting my
monsy.”  Laughing, Bramdon also mentioned tha! he's alsa
leamed the impostance of baving meritional food in the gro-
Ty &lore,

In the fall, Brandon plans i3 aftend Alilwaskies Ares Technse
o College. anvd eventually enroll in an ares university o
collige. He plan: to mgor i Maketing Munagem a, bat—
azain lasghing—be s thel decling upos a major s diffe
cult beecsuse e ks interested in mamy differont felds,

‘This pneiltive int ersctinn fisther aephesizea the Emportance of
eipasiing commmmity suppod for e Supportive Hosmg
Fromam asa prart af the fight to prevend youlh homelessness,



